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Icon: The Beloved Disciple
Listening to the Heartbeat of God
Resource 2.2

Egg tempera on carved wood, 2002, Mount Athos, Greece
This Icon is a representation of The Beloved Disciple who, by church tradition,
is shown listening to God’s Heartbeat (John 21:20) and is mentioned six times
in John’s gospel. The image is an ancient one and is the foundational icon
of the Celtic tradition as well as one of the church’s two main icons of Saint
John. The image is designed to reflect the friendship into which Jesus invites
the Beloved Disciple in John’s gospel (John 15:15) and serves as a reminder
that our gifts to each other, to God through the church, and to the city and
world through the church, are an act of friendship which emerges from our
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Our giving is an expression of
our understanding that we are made in the image of God, who models the
generosity we express through our love, our giving, and our creativity. We
too are lovers, giver and creators. The work of stewardship and financial
development is to help people live into their imago dei — their image of God.
Since the end of the first century, the Beloved Disciple was considered to be
Saint John the Evangelist, however some scholarship disputes that assertion.
Regardless, the image of welcome and comfort is a powerful one for the
stewardship leader.

Notes:

John 20
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So
she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we
do not know where they have laid him.’ 3Then Peter and the other disciple set
out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.
John 13:23
One of his disciples — the one whom Jesus loved— was reclining next to him…
Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you welcome all of humanity to intimacy with you. You have
called us friends and you have done so out of the experience you have had
on Earth with your friends. You welcome your beloved friend to lay next to you
in the last hours of your friendship, during the Last Supper with your friends.
Bring us, Lord Christ, to lie against you for comfort and encouragement as
we do the hard work of stewardship, financial development, and evangelism
in our church. When we face resistance, draw close to us. When we are tired,
welcome us to rest. So encourage us by the intimacy of your friendship that
we may do the hard work of encouraging the people of our church to give
their money to its mission with the power of a leader and midwife. Amen.
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